THE AEBAN MURDER

tend very much against the theory of tfe defence.   The cfcse
was purely one of facts, and it was the jury who had the re-
sponsibility and duty of coming to a conclusion on those*
facts which would commend itself to their consciences las
reasonable and experienced men.
At a quarter to ten, on the conclusion of the Judged charge,
the jury retired to consider their verdict, and after an absence
of forty minutes they returned to Court, when the Foreman
announced that their verdict was " Guilty, by a majority/* It
was afterwards ascertained that the verdict was arrived at by
a majority of one, eight voting for Guilty and seven for
Not Proven. So soon as the Lord Justice-Clerk had pro-
nounced sentence of death the prisoner, who stood up to
receive judgment, turned round in the dock and, facing the
crowded benches, said in a clear, firm voice, "Ladies and
gentlemen, I am innocent of this charge!** His Lordship at
once intimated that the prisoner could not be allowed to make
a speech. Laurie was then removed to the'cells below, and
the Court rose at twenty minutes to eleven o'clock,
No one who witnessed the closing act of this famous trial
can forget the impressive character of the scene. Without, in
the black November night, a great crowd silently awaited the
issue of life or death. The lofty, dimly-lighted Court-room^
the candles glimmering in the shadows of the Bench, the inip*
posing presence of the Justice-Clerk in his robes of scarlet and
white, the tiers of tense, expectant faces, and in, the dock the
cause and object of itf$U, that calm, commonplace, respectable
figure, the callous and brutal murderer whom Justice had
tardily unmasked.
On Monday, the nth, the convict was conveyed from
Edinburgh to Greenock, where the sentence was to be
executed on 30th November. This was a distinction which
the magistrates and citizens of that town viewed with anything
but satisfaction, for since its creation as a burgh of barony in
1675, only four executions had taken place there, the last being
in 1834, and it was hoped and expected that the sentence would
be carried out in Edinburgh.
A movement was at once set on foot in the Coatbridge
district, where Laurie's relatives were well known and re-
spected, to obtain a commutation of the'death sentence.
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